Funding under the Sixth European Framework (project NMP3-CT-2005-
516961 — Bio-based functional materials from engineered self-assembled
peptides (BASE)) together with a number of bilateral conections allowed
not only advancing the science and technology of self-assembly peptides
but also brought together many creative people on many occasions. It was in
fact a symposium in 2007 organised by Prof. Anton Middelberg at Univer-
sity of Queensland, Australia, that connected many of the authors and set
the frame for the structure of this volume. I thank all the contributing
authors for their time and efforts — a nice piece of work! Writing about
science and technology is nothing without the people that make the pub-
lication possible. In particular Professor Guy Marin provided continued
encouragement to stick to the timeline. The Elsevier staff was always helpful
to make things happen in order to turn the words into print. Obviously,
there are those many invisible hands and minds that contributed to this
process and whom I also want to thank. Finally, I want to thank you the
reader for taking up interest in this fascinating world of peptide self-
assembly. Enjoy the reading!
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